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At East Oxford Primary School, we ensure that photographic images of children are taken, processed and used 
without posing a risk to the child’s wellbeing and/or rights. 
 
Where photographs of children are used, there may be concerns about: 
 
1. A breach of data protection regulations 
2. The potential for inappropriate use/adaptation of images. 
3. The possible identification of children, especially where the photograph is accompanied by additional information. 
 
Photography and/or video recording by parents/carers 
Parents and carers may only take photographs or make a video recording for their own personal use. Parents and 
carers should be made aware, for example through the school newsletter and/or announcements at the start of 
events, that they must not reproduce, sell or publish photographic images (including electronically and/or through 
social media sites) of any child who is not their own. Photographs taken by individuals for personal use are exempt 
from the Data Protection Act. 
 
Staff should challenge any unknown individuals who are taking photographs of children when the public have access 
to the school site (for example, at the summer fayre). 
 
Photography and/or video recording by the school and its staff 
The school may wish to make an image or recording for many purposes. These may include: 
(i) As part of the curriculum (for example, recording a dance for the children to watch and improve their 
performance) 
(ii) To make a record of an event 
(iii) To record a child’s achievements (for example, in EYFS learning journals) 
(iv) To publicise the school, for example through its website, prospectus, newsletter or the local newspaper. 
 
Images should not be made where a child is not fully dressed (for example, not during a swimming lesson).  
 
Where images are published, this should be: 
(i) With the permission of the parent/carer 
(ii) Without information which identifies the child by their full name, except in the case of local newspapers, who 
may require this.  

 
Images should be stored in line with any other personal data we may hold. We do this by ensuring that access to our 
ICT network is password protected and/or encrypted (if using a data stick). Images should not be taken using staff 
mobile phones or other personal devices which have the capability of uploading directly to the internet. Staff should 
not publish images personally (e.g. to Facebook or personal websites), and should only publish on behalf of the 
school with the permission of the Headteacher. 
 
Permission 
We need to take images of all children for school use (for example, recording evidence for EYFS learning journals). 
These images will be stored in line with the data protection act. Where we wish to use or publish images, we will 
require permission to be given by parents and/or carers. We ask all parents to provide permission to use 
photographic images of their child when their child joins the school. We may need to ask further permission, for 
example, when an image is to be owned by a third party (for example, an organisation we have been working with 
who wish to take photographs of children). 


