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1. Statement of Principles 

Our children are individuals who are part of a diverse local and national community. It is a fundamental part 

of the education which we provide that each child undertakes a programme which provides them with 

information about the effects of drugs, which enable them to make informed and healthy choices, both now 

and in the future. It is important that we create a safe and secure environment in school, where any drug 

related incidents are dealt with in a planned and structured way. 

2. Aims of Provision 

Specifically, at East Oxford Primary School, we aim to provide a drug education curriculum which provides 

children with: 

1. Accurate information about drugs both legal and illegal. 
2. Understanding about the implications and possible consequences of drug use and misuse. 
3. Opportunities to explore and discuss attitudes towards drug use and misuse in a supportive and 

non-threatening environment. 
4. The ongoing development of self-esteem, the skills necessary to make informed decisions, and the 

confidence to deal with negative pressures. 
5. The identification of sources of appropriate personal and professional support. 
6. A planned and structured response to any drug incidents which may occur, and in which the child’s 

best interests are paramount. 
 

3. Definitions 

For the purpose of this policy, and for classroom teaching, the following language is used. 

A drug is a chemical or other substance people take to change the way they feel, think or behave. This 

definition includes illegal substances and also legal substances such as: alcohol and tobacco, volatile 

substances, over the counter and prescription medicines. 

Drugs may be 

Medical – these drugs include all types of medicines, prescription or otherwise. Children should be taught 

about the potential dangers and safe use of these drugs. 

Harmful – including tobacco, alcohol and caffeine. Children will explore the reasons why individuals 

choose to use such substances, and the potential consequences of use. 

Illegal – referring to drugs which are outlawed in this country, such as cannabis, heroin, etc; the illegal use 

of prescription drugs such as steroids; the illegal use of legal substances such as solvents. 

“All medicines are drugs, but not all drugs are medicines”. 

4. Teaching and Learning 

The aim of drug education is to provide opportunities for pupils to develop their knowledge, skills, 

attitudes and understanding about drugs and appreciate the benefits of a healthy lifestyle, relating this to 

their own and others’ actions. 

Drug education is an important aspect of the curriculum for our school.  The intention is to: 

Increase pupils’ knowledge and understanding and clarify misconceptions about: 

o the short- and long-term effects and risks of drugs 
o the rules and laws relating to drugs 
o the impact of drugs on individuals, families and communities 
o the prevalence and acceptability of drug use among peers 
o the complex moral, social, emotional and political issues surrounding drugs 

 

Develop pupils’ personal and social skills to make informed decisions and keep themselves safe and 

healthy, including: 



    

o assessing, avoiding and managing risk 
o communicating effectively 
o resisting pressures 
o finding information, help and advice 
o devising problem-solving and coping strategies 
o developing self-awareness and self-esteem 

 

Enable pupils to explore their own and other peoples’ attitudes towards drugs, drug use and drug users, 

including challenging stereotypes, and exploring media and social influences. 

Scheme of Work 

In EYFS and KS1, children develop an understanding of themselves and how to take care of themselves. 

They become increasingly aware of their own bodies and begin to categorise foods, activities and habits as 

“healthy and unhealthy”. 

In Year 3 and 4, pupils understand that they are responsible for their own health. They discuss how 

hygiene, germs, and care of teeth affect their health. They begin to understand the importance of a 

balanced diet. They progress to studying food groups in more detail. They learn to deal with a variety of 

emotions, and develop communication skills to resist peer pressure.  

In Year 5, pupils first encounter the definition of drugs. They continue to learn about the dangers of 

smoking, and begin to categorise types of drug. They learn about the dangers involved in smoking and 

passive smoking. 

In Year 6, pupils begin to research the immediate dangers of illegal drugs. They learn the names of drugs 

which belong in this category and identify some of the consequences of use/misuse. They learn about the 

problems which alcohol can cause. 

Drug education will be delivered in a clear manner which informs without promoting drug misuse. Teachers 

should be aware of the important role played by peer pressure and negative self-esteem in leading to drug 

misuse, and should address these issues not only in Tribes activities, but also in relation to the Drug 

Education curriculum. For example, it is equally important that having learned of the consequences of drug 

misuse, pupils are given the opportunity to consider the factors which contribute to drug misuse and to role 

play strategies for saying no. 

Drug Education will – from time to time – be addressed as a whole school focus through health weeks. 

The PSHE&C scheme of work provides greater detail on the breadth and depth of study for each year 

group from Reception to Year 6, including specific teaching objectives. 

5. Drug Related Incidents 

General Principles 

This policy should be read in conjunction with school and national procedures for Child Protection. In cases 

where Child Protection concerns are raised, official legislation will take precedence over this policy. 

Decisions regarding drug related incidents will be made by the Headteacher, who is also the named person 

for Child Protection. Each incident will need to be considered individually, and an accurate record will be 

kept. 

Finding Drugs on the Premises 

If drugs are discovered on the premises, or children or adults are found in possession, a member of staff 

will – where possible – confiscate these substances and pass them on to the Headteacher, who will 

respond in the following ways as appropriate: 

 Return them to parents on the premises (in the case of a child found with harmful or medical drugs) 

 Give them to a police officer on the school premises (in the case of all illegal drugs) 
 



    

All staff are aware that it is an offence to know about the supply of an illegal drug on the premises and not 

to take action. Where it is suspected that drugs are being supplied on the premises, or where drug dealing 

in the local area appears to be putting children at risk, full details will be made available to the Police. 

In a situation where a parent arrives to collect a child under the influence of drugs or alcohol, the 

Headteacher will be informed and will make a decision about what is in the best interests of the child.  

If items are associated with drug taking (e.g. syringes) are found on the premises, the area will firstly be 

secured to prevent any danger to children or staff. The Headteacher will be informed. Drugs will be stored 

securely in school and handed to a police officer on the premises. No member of staff should be required to 

handle discarded syringes, etc. and the council’s environmental services department should be contacted. 

Other items which pose no danger to staff (e.g. discarded medicines) should be packaged and disposed of 

by being taken to a local chemist or doctor. 

Children Misusing Drugs 

If a child is found to be, or suspected of, using illegal drugs, the member of staff will firstly ascertain 

whether the child is in any immediate danger, and if so will seek medical help via the school office. The 

Headteacher will be informed of the situation. A decision will be made as to whether it is more appropriate 

in the first instance to involve parents/carers, or to make referrals to outside agencies. These may include 

Social Services or the Police, depending on the circumstances and the type of drug involved.  

Ideally, the school, the parents/carers and outside agencies should be able to co-operate together in the 

best interests of the child. 

Use of legal drugs by adults 

The school is designated a "no smoking" area for staff and visitors and we look to everyone, including 

parents/carers to support this policy. If pupils are found smoking on site the Head teacher will be informed 

immediately. 

Alcohol may only be consumed on the school premises for events organised by members of staff, 

governors or PTA, which take place after the end of the school day. Verbal permission must be obtained 

from the senior management team prior to the event. The organisers are responsible for ensuring that all 

those consuming alcohol are over the age of 18 and for ensuring that appropriate licences are in place. 

Staff must not drink alcohol during normal school hours or whilst responsible for children. 

Prescribed Drugs on the School Premises 

Our policy for the use of prescribed or non-prescribed medical drugs is available in a separate policy on 

‘Medicines in School’. Staff should ensure that any medication which they bring to school is stored in a way 

which is not accessible to children. 

Confidentiality 

Children will be made aware that complete confidentiality cannot be guaranteed. Where illegal drugs are 

involved, or where the child is perceived to be in danger, it is the responsibility of the school to alert those 

who are in a position to help the child. 

Responding to the media 

No member of staff should respond to any queries from the media without the permission of Oxfordshire 

County Council’s press office. A record will be kept of any statements made.  

Dissemination of the policy 

The policy will be distributed to all staff and governors and is available to parents/carers, pupils and 

relevant outside agencies. It is included in induction sessions for new staff, pupils, parents and governors 

and that this policy is a regular item in staff, SMT and governor meetings to monitor the progress of drug 

education.  

 



    

External Guidance 

The school actively co-operates and seeks support with other agencies such as the Thames Valley Police, 

Social and Health Care Services, Local Education Authority, Health and other appropriate Drug Agencies to 

deliver its commitment to drugs education and to manage incidents of drug use and misuse. In all our 

planning and responses to drug issues we take careful account of LEA and national guidance, in particular 

Drugs: Guidance for Schools (DFES February 2004). 

This policy will be disseminated to all staff via an annual briefing, and will be kept in each classroom’s 

policy box. It will be reviewed on a two-yearly cycle.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    

 

 

APPENDIX: DRUGS SITUATIONS - MEDICAL EMERGENCIES 
 

The procedures for an emergency apply when a child or young person or others are at immediate risk of 

harm.  A person who is unconscious, having trouble breathing, seriously confused or disorientated or who 

has taken a harmful toxic substance, should be responded to as an emergency.  

 

Your main responsibility is for any pupil at immediate risk, but you also need to ensure the well being 

and safety of others.  Put into practice your school's first aid procedures.  

 

IF IN ANY DOUBT, CALL MEDICAL HELP. 

ALWAYS:  

 

 assess the situation  

 if it is a medical emergency, send for medical help and an ambulance  
 

BEFORE ASSISTANCE ARRIVES: If the person is conscious:  

 

 ask the person what has happened and to identify any drug used  

 collect any drug sample and any vomit for medical analysis 

 do not induce vomiting  

 keep the person under observation, warm and quiet  
 

BEFORE ASSISTANCE ARRIVES: If the person is unconscious:  

 

 ensure that the person can breathe and place in recovery position  

 do not move the person if they have fallen, as a fall may have led to spinal or other serious injury 
which may not be obvious  

 do not give anything by mouth  

 do not attempt to make the person sit or stand  

 do not leave the person unattended or in the charge of another pupil. 
 

WHEN MEDICAL HELP ARRIVES: 

 

 pass on any available information and any vomit and drug samples.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(4)  

SEARC

HING  :  

it is 

not 

legal 

to 

condu

ct an 

intimat

e 

person

al 

search 

of a 

pupil, 

even 

for 

illegal 

drugs.  

Ask 

the 

pupil 

to turn 

out 

pocket

s and 

bags.  

Get 

police 

help if 

a 

person

al 

search 

is 

unavoi

dable.  

(5)  

IDENTIFYIN

G DRUGS  :  

It will not 

always be 

possible to 

identify a 

drug (or to 

be sure it is 

a drug) 

without 

formally 

testing it.  

Local police 

may have 

testing kits 

or else may 

arrange for 

forensic 

testing.  

 M
o
n
i
t
o
r 
(
u
s
e 
r
e
c
o
r
d
s
) 

 E
v
a
l
u
a
t
e 
(
c
o
n
s
i
d
e
r 
t
h
e 
s
u
c
c
e
s
s 
o
f 
o
u
t
c
o
m
e
s
) 

 R
e
v
i
e
w 
p
r
a
c
t
i
c
e 
(
i
n 
t
h
e 
l
i
g
h
t 
o
f 
e
v
a
l
u

*Taken from 

DRUGSCOPE 'The 

right responses: 

managing and 

making policy for 

drug-related 

incidents in 

schools'  



    

APPENDIX: COLLECTION OF HYPODERMIC NEEDLES 
 

Schools and colleges should be vigilant in checking premises and grounds for health and safety hazards 

including signs of any discarded equipment, which may be drug-related. If needles or syringes are found 

they should not be touched. 

If you find a needle or syringe: 

 Do not touch it. 

 Secure the area. Do not leave the needle unsupervised or accessible to children. 

 Call Environmental Health to attend remove the needle. 

 

 

 


