
 
 
 
 
EYFS 
Knowledge of the World – People, Culture and Communities 
Children make sense of their environment, culture and of faiths.  They notice similarities and differences by comparing stories, and through observation, discussion, 
non-fiction texts and maps. 

Nursery Reception Key Shifts from EYFS to Year 1 
This is how we prepare children for the next phase in 
their education. 

- Talks about special times or events for family 
- Is interested in the special times or events of 

friends 
- Notices differences between their family cultures 

and those of others 
- Knows about their own environment and other 

places/countries through visits, pictures and 
family experiences 

- Talks about, names and describes life of family 
- Knows about features of local and other 

environments including other countries 
- Recognises people have different beliefs, places 

of worship and ways of celebrating 
- Able to use reference materials to find out – 

stories, non-fiction books, photographs, 
anecdotal information, simple early stage maps, 
video clips 

End of EYFS 
Immediate environment, 
similarities and 
differences between 
different religions and 
cultural communities in 
Britain, shared 
experiences at home and 
school. 
 

Year 1 
Study and comparison of 
chosen faiths, including 
beliefs, practices and 
Festivals. 

 
 KS1 

Exploring religion, experience and feelings 
LKS2 

Enquiring into experience and beliefs 
UKS2 

Enquiring into experience, beliefs and life’s 
questions 
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 - How does our background influence who we 
are?  

- How does belonging to a religion or group 
affect people’s lives?  

- How should we behave and treat others and 
the world? 

- What is most important in life?  
- How do people show what is most important to 

them?  
- How does this affect their attitudes to 

themselves, other people and the world around 
them? 

- What do people believe about life, the world 
and the good life?  

- Where do these beliefs, attitudes and ways of 
living come from?  

- How are these expressed in the lives of 
individuals and communities? 

RE: Progression of Knowledge and Skills 
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- What does it mean to be me?  
- How important is belonging to a group for 

people?  
- What makes some people important? 
- Why are some places important?  
- What makes some things sacred to some 

groups of people?  
- What makes some stories so important to 

different people?  
- Why is it important to look after our world? 
- Why do people celebrate important occasions? 

- How and why do people worship?  
- Are places of worship really needed?  
- What holds communities together?  
- How do religions express their beliefs about 

God?  
- Why are sacred texts and holy books so 

important?  
- What do celebrations show about what we 

think is important in life? 

- Why do religions or non-religious groups 
celebrate important moments in life? 

- Why is pilgrimage so important to some 
religious communities?  

- Do all members of a religious or non-religious 
community believe and live in the same ways?  

- How did the religions and other worldviews 
begin?  

- How do our beliefs influence the way we treat 
the world?  

- What do the religions and other worldviews 
suggest about how people should live their 
lives? 
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- Identify what is significant to them in their 
immediate experience and recognise some 
basic concepts used to express this. 

- Explore how to find out about other people’s 
experience and feelings in a way that is 
sensitive and appropriate and to relate their 
own experience and that of others to the 
general concepts being developed. 

- Compare their own experience and background 
with the experience of other pupils in the class. 

- Reflect on their experience and understand 
how these affect themselves and others. 

- Identify what is most important to them in 
terms of people places celebrations and beliefs. 

- Explore how to ask thoughtful and searching 
questions about their own views about what is 
important to them and why. 

- Compare and contrast their own views with 
those of others in the class. 

- Reflect on how these different ‘values’ affect 
their own and other peoples’ lives 

- Identify their own responses to some of the big 
questions that life can throw at us. 

- Explore how to ask thoughtful and searching 
questions about their own responses to some 
of the Ultimate Questions raised through the 
material studied. 

- Compare and contrast their own response with 
those of others in the class. 

- Reflect on all views and why they might be 
different.   
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- Investigate related experiences and concepts 
within the religions and other worldviews 
explored. 

- Relate how the beliefs and practices of people’s 
religious faith or worldview make a difference 
to how they live.   

- Express their views sensitively and in a variety 
of ways. 

- Identify similarities and differences between 
their own experience and the religious beliefs 
practices and concepts they have explored. 

- Consider what they can take from their learning 
about religions to help them understand their 
own experience, feelings and beliefs. 

- Investigate what religions and other worldviews 
hold to be most important and how these are 
expressed personally and in community. 

- Begin to identify similarities and differences 
between the practices, lifestyles and attitudes 
of the religions and other worldviews explored, 
and what is important to people. 

- Discuss responses to the beliefs and practices 
explored, giving reasons for their views. 

- Discuss what beliefs and practices show about 
what is important to human beings. 

- Reflect on what they have learned about what 
people and communities see as of great 
importance in life 

- Investigate how to enquire into different 
beliefs, practices and concepts, and explore 
what they reveal about different responses to 
ultimate questions 

- Make links between practices, lifestyles and 
attitudes informed by the religions and 
worldviews explored as a response to ultimate 
questions.  

- Discuss the extent to which the beliefs and 
concepts explored express a reasonable 
response to the ultimate questions. 

- Consider the beliefs, concepts and practices 
that they have explored in relation to their own 
beliefs, values and way of living. 



- Relate the religious experience, beliefs and 
concepts they have explored to their own lives 
and think about how their own ideas have 
developed. 

- Begin to consider how their views on what is 
important in life may have developed through 
their study of these religions and worldviews. 

- Reflect on what they have learned and what 
this might suggest about human values, 
responsibilities and experience 

- Consider how their understanding of the world 
may have developed through their exploration 
of the religions and other worldviews. 

 
Knowledge 

 KS1 
 

LKS2 
 

UKS2 
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- Significant events in a person’s life. 
- Different religions have holy books that should 

be respected. 
- Different religious accounts of the creation of 

the world, humans and animals.   
- Why we should look after the world and what 

it is that makes human’s special. 

- Personal identity and how people express their 
religious identity. 

- Diversity of faith in the UK. 
- Different views on what God is like and how God is 

represented.  
- Global citizenship and the rights of refugees. 

- The meaning of ‘faith’ and ‘beliefs’ in 
communities. 

- How belonging to a religious community can 
help people. 

- How people portray their religious beliefs 
through music and artwork, and how drama 
can be used for religious teaching. 

- The impact of faith and belief on the lives of 
inspirational people. 

- How faith helps people to manage 
bereavement and grief. 
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- The Bible as a holy book. 
- The Creation story as told in the Old 

Testament. 
- Christians follow the religion of Christianity and 

they believe that Jesus is God’s son. 
- The Nativity and how Christians celebrate 

Christmas around the world. 
- Important Christian rites of passage, including 

baptism and Holy Communion. 
- Death as the final rite of passage. 

- The Trinity and other Christian symbols in Church. 
- Symbolism in the story of Noah’s Ark. 
- Jesus as the ‘Messiah’ and the events of Holy week 

in the lead up to Easter. 
- Christian beliefs about life after death. 

- The Church as a religious community. 
- How churches reflect local culture and 

communities.   
- Colours and symbols associated with different 

Christian festivals, including clergy vestments.  
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- The Quran as a holy book. 
- The Creation story as told in the Quran. 
- Muslims follow the religion of Islam and 

Mohammed is their prophet. 
- Important Islamic celebrations, including 

Ramadan and Eid al-Fitr. 
- What a pilgrimage is; How Muslims travel to 

Mecca for Hajj, and a simple understanding of 
what happens. 

- The Five Pillars of Islam. 
- Why the Hajj pilgrimage is an important rite of 

passage for Muslims, and some of the specific tasks 
and ceremonies that take place. 

- Islamic birth, marriage and funeral ceremonies. 

- Why the Quran is a ‘sacred’ book and how it 
gives Muslims guidance for how to live their 
lives. 

- The beautiful names of Allah and their 
meaning. 

- Arabic and Quranic study. 
- Idolatry and the differences of Islamic and 

Christian art. 
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- The Hindu Creation story as told in the Vedas. 
- Hindus follow the religion of Hinduism and 

they worship different Gods. 
- Important Hindu celebrations, including 

Samskara ceremonies, the birth of Ganesh and 
Diwali. 

- Hindu beliefs in God and the story of Svetaketu. 
- The characteristics of some Hindu Gods and 

Goddesses. 
- How Hindus worship at home and in the Mandir.  
- The meanings and symbolism in the rituals of Puja. 

- Teachings in Hindu stories, including effort and 
success, punishment and forgiveness, and 
honesty. 

- Who Krishnu is and how he is represented in 
Hindu stories. 
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- The Torah as a holy book. 
- The Creation story as told in the Torah. 
- Jews follow the religion of Judaism. 

- The stories of Abraham and his family as told in the 
Torah, the Bible and the Quran. 

- Celebrating Passover, including the symbolism of 
the food on the Seder Plate. 

 
 

 

 


