
 
 
 
 
EYFS 
Knowledge of the World – Past and Present: 
Children make sense of the past and present, their families and community through storytelling, books, artefacts and visits and visitors.   

Nursery Reception Key Shifts from EYFS to Year 1 
This is how we prepare children for the next phase in 
their education. 

- Shows interest in the lives of people who are 
familiar to them. 

- Shows interest in different occupations and ways 
of life through role play, visitors and stories. 

- Comments on photographs and pictures in books. 
- Notices and comments on differences between 

now and then drawing on their own family 
experiences. 

- Knows about the work of familiar community 
workers. 

- Comments on pictures, stories, oral tales, 
artefacts and buildings from the past. 

- Comments on differences and similarities from 
the past of artefacts, buildings, people, stories 
and within their own lives. 

 

End of EYFS 
Past within living 
memory, awareness of 
past through stories and 
own experience 
 

Year 1 
History beyond living 
memory, key historic 
figures and events 

 
Substantive Knowledge 
Pupils should be taught about… 

 KS1 LKS2 UKS2 
Knowledge 
and 
Understanding 
of British 
History. 

The Cowley Road: How has the Cowley Road 
changed since the 1950s? 
 
 

Pre-Historic Britain: Changes in Britain from the 
Stone Age to the Iron Age, including the 
chronology and changes during this time 
period, the lifestyle of stone age man, farming, 
the discovery of Skara Brae and who Julius 
Caesar was. 
 
Romans: The Roman Empire, its invasion and 
the impact on Britain. 
 
Rome: The foundation of Rome as the centre of 
Catholic Christianity and its relationship with 
King Henry VIII, including the reformation. 

World War II: An aspect or theme in British 
history that extends pupil’s chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066, focusing on the Blitz 
and how it relates to the rest of World War II. 
 
Crime and Punishment: An aspect or theme in 
British history that extends pupil’s 
chronological knowledge beyond 1066, 
focusing on comparing the changes in the 
crimes committed and the punishment of them 
in Britain over time. 
 
Elizabethan Times: An aspect or theme in 
British history that extends pupil’s 
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chronological knowledge beyond 1066, 
focusing on life in Elizabethan times and how 
this period fits into the bigger picture of the 
past. 
 
Anglo-Saxons, Vikings and Scots: Britain’s 
settlements by Anglo-Saxons and Scots, 
including the Anglo-Saxon invasions, their life, 
kingdoms, culture and Christian conversion. 

Local History. Oxford Castle: The Norman invasion and the 
Battle of Hastings.  Why Oxford castle was 
built, the people who lived there and its 
defensive features.  To include the siege and 
escape of Empress Matilda.   
 
James Sadler: How he became the first English 
aeronaut. 
 

Oxford: The history of St Frideswide and the 
first settlement in Oxford.  The creation of 
Oxford University and important events 
throughout its history, including during the 
English civil war. 
 
 
  

Ancient Greece: An in-depth study of Greek life 
and achievements, and their influence on the 
western world. 
 
Early Islamic Civilisation: A non-European 
society that provides contrasts with British 
society during the same period, focussing on 
the importance of the House of Wisdom and 
advances in medicine, and the legacy to the 
western world. 

Knowledge 
and 
Understanding 
of Wider 
World History. 

Florence Nightingale: The life of Florence 
Nightingale, her achievements and legacy, and 
a comparison with Mary Seacole. 
 
Mother Theresa: The life and times of Mother 
Theresa, and how she changed the world 
through charity. 
 
The Great Fire of London: The causes, events 
and consequences of the Great Fire of London. 

Christopher Columbus: The life and times of 
Christopher Columbus and the impact of his 
travels to the Americas.  Was he a hero? 
 
Ancient Egypt: A study into the importance of 
beliefs in Ancient Egyptian society, including 
the significance of animals, the River Nile, 
buildings and festivals. 

 

 

Substantive Skills and Concepts 
 KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

Chronological 
Knowledge 

- Understand the difference between the 
past and present. 

- Describe simple features of themes, events 
and people from the past and present. 

- Identify historical details and demonstrate 
some overall chronological awareness of 
themes, societies, events and people.  

- Sequence the most significant people, 
events, objects, themes, societies and 
periods studied so far, and fit them onto a 

- Identify historical details, provide coherent 
overviews and demonstrate secure 
chronological awareness of themes, 
societies, events and people.  

- Sequence a range of key people, events, 
objects, themes, societies and periods 



- Sequence people, events, objects and 
photos and fit them onto a pre-prepared 
timeline with a scale.  

- Use a range of words and phrases relating 
to the passing of time. 

- Recount changes in own life. 

timeline accordingly, using dates, period 
labels, appropriate historical terms and the 
timeline division of BC and AD. 

studied in Key Stage 2, and independently 
fit them onto a timeline accordingly, using 
dates, period labels, appropriate historical 
terms and the timeline division of BC and 
AD. 

 

Disciplinary Knowledge 
Pupils should know how to… 

 KS1 LKS2 UKS2 
Historical 
Enquiry – Using 
Sources and 
Communicating 
Ideas 

- Ask questions and produce answers to a 
few historical enquiries.  

- Choose and use information from stories, 
photos, images, artefacts, oral accounts 
and historical buildings to answer historical 
enquiries.  

- Communicate ideas about the past in 
writing, drawing, drama and ICT 

- Devise a range of valid questions for 
different historical enquiries, and construct 
substantiated, informed responses.  

- Use a range of historical sources when 
answering historical enquiries, including 
stories, archive materials, photos, images, 
artefacts, historical buildings, oral accounts 
and music.  

- Communicate ideas and research about the 
past using different genres of writing, 
drawing, story-telling, diagrams, data-
handling, drama and ICT 

- Independently plan historical enquiries and 
construct substantiated, informed, valid 
conclusions.  

- Use, understand the uses of and comment 
on the value of a range of historical sources 
when answering historical enquiries, 
including stories, archive materials, photos, 
images, artefacts, historical buildings, oral 
accounts and music.  

- Communicate ideas and research about the 
past using different genres of writing, 
drawing, story-telling, diagrams, data-
handling, drama and ICT 

Cause and 
Consequence 

- Recognise why people did things, why 
events happened and what happened as a 
result, identifying basic causes and effects. 

- Identify and comment on the importance 
of causes and consequences of historical 
events and changes. 

- Identify, give reasons for & explain the 
significance of causes & consequences of 
historical events and changes. 

Change and 
Continuity 

- Identify similarities and differences 
between ways of life at different times. 

- Make valid statements about the main 
changes occurring within and across 
periods. 

- Make valid statements about the changes 
occurring within and across periods, and 
compare the importance and nature of 
these changes 

Similarities and 
Differences 

- Make simple observations about different 
types of people, events and beliefs within a 
society or time period, identifying simple 
similarities and differences 

- Make observations about similarities and 
differences between people, groups, 
experiences or places in the same historical 
period. 

- Describe and explain the similarities and 
differences between people, groups, 
experiences or places in the same historical 
period. 

Historical 
Significance 

- Identify and talk about important aspects 
of a theme, period, society or person. 

- Identify and explain why aspects of a 
theme, period, society, person or historical 
account are significant. 

- Identify and explain why aspects of a 
theme, period, society, person, historical 
event or development are significant. 



- Begin to describe how these aspects 
influence life today. 

- Describe how these aspects influence life 
today. 

Historical 
Interpretations 

- Identify that there are different ways that 
the past is represented, including written 
sources, visual sources and artefacts. 

- Understand that different versions of the 
past exist, and explore possible reasons for 
this. 

- Understand that different versions of the 
past exist, explaining how and why this is 
possible, and appreciating that historical 
figures had points of view.  

- Understand that some accounts of history 
may be affected by historical propaganda, 
opinion or misinformation. 

 

 

 

 


