
 
 
 
 
EYFS 
Knowledge of the World – People and Communities: 
Children make sense of their environment, culture and of faiths noticing similarities and differences by comparing stories, through observation, discussion, non-fiction 
texts and maps. 

Nursery Reception Key Shifts from EYFS to Year 1 
This is how we prepare children for the next phase in 
their education. 

- Talks about special times or events for family. 
- Is interested in the special times or events of 

friends. 
- Notices differences between their family cultures 

and those of others. 
- Knows about their own environment and other 

places/countries through visits, pictures and 
family experiences. 

- Talks about, names and describes life of family. 
- Knows about features of local and other 

environments including other countries. 
- Recognises people have different beliefs, places 

of worship and ways of celebrating. 
- Able to use reference materials to find out – 

stories, non-fiction books, photographs, 
anecdotal information, simple early stage maps, 
video clips. 

End of EYFS 
Knowledge of own 
environment through 
visits, talk, stories, books 
and simple maps. 

Year 1 
Knowledge and 
contrasting of human 
and physical geography 
beyond own local and 
national environment, 
acquisition of human and 
physical geographical 
vocabulary, development 
of mapping skills, 
direction and aerial 
perspective. 

 
Locational Knowledge 

Pupils should be taught about… 

 KS1 LKS2 UKS2 
Local Area - Locate East Oxford Primary School within 

Oxford, and in relation to their home and 
other significant landmarks in the 
surrounding area. 

- Locate the farm chosen for fieldwork within 
Oxfordshire and in relation to the city of 
Oxford. 

- Locate where the River Isis flows through 
the Oxford and the surrounding area to the 
North and South of the city. 

The UK - Locate Oxford and St Ives within England 
and the UK, and their counties and regions. 

- Locate Oxford in relation to London and the 
River Thames. 

- Name, locate and identify significant Stone 
Age sites in the UK, including Skara Brae, 
Stone Henge and the Pentre Ifan. 

- Identify key places around the UK coastline. 
- Name and locate the major rivers in the UK, 

(Thames, Severn, Clyde, Tyne, Mersey, 
Trent, Bann and Tweed). 

Geography: Progression of Knowledge and Skills 



- Name, locate and identify characteristics of 
the four countries and capital cities of the 
UK and its surrounding seas. 

- Locate Oxford within the county of 
Oxfordshire and in relation to other 
important cities. 

- Locate the counties and regions within the 
UK. 

- Describe the importance of the position of 
the UK in relation to others European 
countries. 

- Name, locate and identify the geographical 
regions of the UK. 

- Name and locate the counties through 
which the River Thames passes, and the 
significant places along its course. 

-  

The World - Name and locate the world’s seven 
continents and five oceans. 

- Locate the Equator, and identify the hot 
and cold climate zones. 

- Name and locate the continent of Africa 
and the location of the country, Kenya and 
its neighbouring countries. 

- Name and locate the Arctic and Antarctic 
Circles, and countries within the Arctic 
Circle.   

- Name and locate the continent of Asia, and 
the region of Kerala within the country of 
India. 

 

- Name, locate and identify European 
countries, including those from which 
invaders came. 

- Name, locate and identify modern day 
countries which were once connected to 
Britain via ‘land bridges’ Doggerbank. 

- Locate Italy within Europe, and the coastal 
town of Polignano a Mare. 

- Name and locate the continent of South 
America, its countries and major cities. 

- Locate the tropics in relation to the Equator 
on a climate map. 

 

- Name and locate European countries and 
major cities, including Russia, Germany and 
Berlin. 

- Identify the position and significance of 
latitude and longitude in relation to climate 
and time zones. 

- Name and locate the continent of North 
America, its countries and major cities. 

- Name and locate the world’s mountains, 
volcanos and earthquake zones, including 
the Pacific Ring of Fire. 

- Name and locate the major rivers of the 
world, (Nile, Amazon, Mississippi, Ganges 
and Rhine). 

- Name and locate Bangladesh in Eastern 
Asia, and the River Ganges Delta system. 

- Name and locate the modern city of 
Baghdad in Iraq and neighbouring 
countries, including Turkey. Identify its 
position in Western Asia. 

 
Place Knowledge 

 KS1 LKS2 UKS2 
Comparisons - Compare the life of a child living in rural 

Kenya with that of a child living in Nairobi. 
- Describe some reasons how life in Kenya 

could be the same or different from their 
own lives in Oxford. 

- Understand the physical conditions of Skara 
Brae and Stonehenge, and their 
surrounding areas. 

- In-depth enquiry on the Anglo-Saxon 
settlement of Jarrow. 

- Compare Europe today with Europe before 
WW2. 

- Compare the geographical similarities and 
differences between Berlin and Oxford, 
including their location on a river. 



- Compare the location, and the physical and 
human geography of Alappuzha in Kerala, 
India with Oxford in the UK, including the 
produce grown in both places. 

- Compare how life might be different for 
children living in Oxford if they lived in 
Alappuzha, India. 

- Understand geographical similarities and 
differences between coastal settlements. 

- Compare the similarities and differences 
between a rural and an urban area of Brazil, 
including how different environments affect 
the way of life. 

- Compare and explain the geographical 
similarities and differences between the UK 
and regions of North America. 

- Locate and describe Happisburgh in 
Norfolk. 

 

 

Physical Geography 
 KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

Weather and 
Climate 

- Identify seasonal and daily weather 
patterns in the UK. 

- Identify the location of hot and cold areas 
of the world in relation to the Equator, and 
the North and South Poles. 

- Identify climate zones and weather patterns 
within Europe (e.g. temperate, 
Mediterranean). 

- Describe the water cycle. 
- Describe how the desert climate and 

position on the River Tigris influenced the 
development of Baghdad, and the culture 
and lifestyle of people who live there. 

Physical 
Features and 
Processes 

- Use simple geographic vocabulary to refer 
to the physical features of the school and its 
grounds. 

- Discuss the purpose of these features. 
- Use maps, aerial photos and satellite 

images to recognise landmarks and basic 
physical features of Kenya. 

- Name and identify physical features that 
would have been essential for survival in 
the Stone Age. 

- Describe the physical geography of types of 
coastal settlements. 

- Describe key aspects of physical geography 
in tropical areas, including climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation belts, rivers and 
mountains. 

- Name and describe key aspects of 
mountains, volcanos and earthquakes in 
relation to the structure of the earth and 
simple plate tectonics. 

- Describe the five deadly features of an 
earthquake. 

- Identify the features of a river system, 
including the characteristics of the three 
sections of a river. 

- Describe the geographical features of the 
UK coast with a focus on Norfolk. 

- Explain the process of coastal erosion and 
describe how this is being accelerated by 
rising sea levels due to climate change. 

 

 

Human Geography 
 KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

Settlements 
and Land Use 

- Identify the main human features of the 
area surrounding the Cowley Road and East 

- Describe types of settlement and land use, 
and how they have changed over time. 

- Explore the settlement of Berlin, and how 
and why it grew into an important city. 



Oxford Primary School, and those they will 
see on their journey to school. 

- Discuss the purpose of these features. 
- Use maps, aerial photos and satellite 

images to recognise landmarks and basic 
human features of Kenya. 

- Describe physical features that wold have 
influenced invaders in their choice of 
settlement, including the availability and 
distribution of natural resources, climate 
and other agricultural conditions. 

- Understand why settlements grew up along 
coasts and the industry that takes place 
there. 

- Understand the importance of the River 
Thames to the settlement and development 
of Oxford. 

- Debate the global effect of deforestation 
and its impact on climate change globally. 

- Look at agricultural land use throughout the 
UK, including topography and access to 
water. 

- Explore the part played by humans in the 
decline of wolf populations over time in 
relation to land use and activity. 

- Explore about the re-wilding project in the 
Oder Delta and debate the consequences of 
re-introducing wolves to the Scottish 
Highlands. 

- Explore the importance of the River Thames 
to the settlement of Oxford, and other 
cities along major rivers. 

 
 

Economics, 
Trade and 
Resources 

- Identify some of the products that we buy 
and use in the UK that are produced in 
Kenya. 

- Compare the distribution and industry 
surrounding natural resources today. 

- Describe the key aspects of the human 
geography of Oxford, including the 
contribution of the University, tourism and 
the manufacturing industry, and how this 
has changed over time. 

- Explore the development of economic 
activity in Berlin, including trade links, and 
the distribution of natural resources. 

- Describe the impact of drought and floods 
with a focus on flooding in Bangladesh. 

- Explain the causes of climate change, and 
the risks and challenges that it poses for 
people living in coastal communities. 

-  

 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 
 KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

Directions - Use locational and directional language 
(e.g. near and far; left and right) to describe 
the location of features and routes on a 
map. 

- Use the four compass points to describe the 
location of places studied and features 
within them. 

- Use the eight compass points to describe 
the location of Stone Age sites across the 
UK. 

- Use four-figure grid references (including 
OS Maps) to build knowledge of the UK and 
the wider world. 

- Use 6-figure grid references (including OS 
maps) to build knowledge of the wider 
world. 

 

Fieldwork - Use fieldwork and observational skills to 
make sketch maps of the classroom, school 

- Use fieldwork and observational skills to 
make a sketch map of Hengistbury Head, 

- Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record 
and present the human and physical 
features of a section of the River Isis 



building and the grounds.  Include journeys 
they might make within the school. 

including symbols for key human and 
physical geographic features. 

- Use fieldwork to gather information about 
the human and physical geography of 
Oxford to present in a video for tourists. 

(Thames) in Oxford using a range of 
methods, including sketch maps, plans and 
graphs, and digital technologies. 

- Use digital resources to explore modern day 
Baghdad. 

Map Skills - Build 3D maps using construction toys. 
- Use world maps, atlases and globes. 
- Use aerial photographs and plan 

perspectives to recognise landmarks from 
above. 

- Use keys and symbols to identify human 
and physical features on maps. 

- Create symbols for features on maps and 
create a key. 

- Map journeys made by characters from 
stories set in St Ives. 

- Design appropriate symbols to represent 
Stone Age geographical features on a map 
and create a key. 

- Map the journey of invaders to the UK, 
using symbols and keys to interpret the 
main physical features that the invaders 
were attracted to. 

- Use Ordnance Survey maps to plan a visit 
Hengistbury Head. 

- Explore maps of Oxford to compare land 
use and change over time. 

- Draw sketch maps of areas of Oxford and a 
small rural farm in Oxfordshire, with own 
symbols in a key. 

- Use digital computer mapping to create a 
purposeful map, and to locate countries 
and describe geographical features. 

- Locate the world’s biggest earthquakes 
using latitude and longitude. 

-  

 

 

 


