
 
 
 
 
EYFS 
Creating with materials:  Children are supported to explore and play with a wide range of tools, techniques and materials. Children are encouraged to talk about their 
creations and use props in storytelling. 
Fine Motor:  Children practise dexterity in the use of small tools and mark makers, learning to work with accuracy and discrimination. 

Nursery Reception Key Shifts from EYFS to Year 1 
This is how we prepare children for the next phase in 
their education. 

- Explores colour, textures and constructions using 
range of materials 

- Uses materials, tools and techniques to express 
own ideas 

- Becomes involved in pretend play using pretend 
objects 

- Talks about what is created and how 
- Draws and paints with increasingly complexity 

and detail 
- Uses simple one handed tools – glue sticks, 

brushes 
- Shows preference for dominant hand 
- Uses scissors, hammers, tools 
- Uses comfortable grip – pencils, paintbrushes 

- Creates colour, texture, form, design in their 
work 

- Uses and creates props and uses materials in 
role/pretend play 

- Uses techniques for combining materials and 
manipulating materials for effect 

- Makes safe use of range of tools, materials and 
techniques and talks about own work  

- Uses small motor skills – tools, pencils, brushes, 
scissors, cutlery with competency and safety 

- Maintains posture/core strength 
- Holds pencil effectively to form recognisable 

letters, often correctly formed 
- Developing  handwriting which is fast, accurate 

and efficient  

End of EYFS 
Safe use of tools, 
materials, techniques, 
experimenting with 
techniques, explaining 
work  
 

Year 1 
Introduce sculpture, 
experimenting with line, 
shape, space, pattern, 
introduce artists, craft 
makers, designers, 
comparing the 
similarities and 
differences with their 
own work  
 

 
Drawing 

EYFS KS1 LKS2 UKS2 
- Begin to use a variety of drawing 

tools (e.g. finger, stick, pencil, 
coloured pencils, pastels and 
chalk). 

- Explore different textures. 

- Extend the variety of drawings 
tools. 

- Explore different textures and 
experiment with mark making.  

- Sketch objects in both the natural 

- Experiment with the potential of 
various pencils (2B - HB) to show 
tone, texture etc.  

- Encourage close observation of 
objects in both the natural and 

- Independently selects materials 
and techniques to use to create a 
specific outcome. 

- Use a variety of techniques to 
interpret the texture of a surface. 

Art: Progression of Knowledge and Skills 



- Investigate different lines (e.g. 
thick, thin, wavy and straight). 

- Use drawings to tell a story from 
retelling or from imagination.  

- Encourage accurate drawings of 
people that include all the visible 
parts of the body.  

 
 
 

and man-made world. 
- Observe anatomy - encourage 

accurate drawings of people. 
- Explore the use of shadow, and the 

use of light and dark. 
 

man-made world. 
- Encourage more accurate drawings 

of people – particularly faces 
looking closely at where feature 
and the detail they have. 

- Make initial sketches as a 
preparation for painting and other 
work. 

- Identify and draw the effect of light 
and shadow on a surface, on 
objects and people. 

 
 
 

- Produce increasingly accurate 
drawings of people. 

- Observe and use a variety of 
techniques to show the effect of 
light on objects and people from 
different directions, (e.g. use 
rubbers to lighten, use pencil to 
show tone and use tones of the 
same colour).  

- Produce increasingly detailed 
preparatory sketches for painting 
and other work. 

- Introduce the concept of 
perspective.  

 

 
Colour 

EYFS KS1 LKS2 UKS2 
- Name primary colours. 
- Experiment with colour mixing of 

predominantly primary colours 
without formal teaching. 

- Name different materials for 
applying colour, (e.g. colouring 
pencils, felt tips, crayons, chalk, 
pastels, paint and watercolour 
paint). 

- Uses a range of tools to make 
coloured marks on paper, (e.g. 
brushes, sponges, glue sticks and 
fingers. 

- Know the names of all the colours 
and begin to describe the colours 
by objects, (e.g. ‘raspberry pink, 
sunshine yellow’). 

- Begin to introduce colour mixing to 
make new colours that match 
those of the natural world. 

- Find collections of colour, (e.g. 
different sorts of green, blue or 
purple) and describe using 
language of light and dark.  

- Make as many tones of one colour 
as possible using primary colours 
and white. 

- Darken colours without using black 
- Experiment with the marks that 

different brushes and paints can 
make. 

- Make colour wheels to show 
primary and secondary colours. 

- Extend exploring colour mixing by 
mixing and matching colours to 
those in a work of art. 

- Use colour to reflect mood. 
- Introduce different types of 

brushes for specific purposes.  
- Begin to apply colour using dotting, 

scratching or splashing to imitate 
an artist.   

- Work with one colour against a 
variety of backgrounds. 

- Question suitable materials for a 
task, (e.g. size of paintbrush or 
paper needed). 

 

- Consider the use of colour for 
specific purposes, including 
expressing mood and feelings. 

- Consider how artists use and apply 
colour in their artwork. 

- Experiment with qualities of tone, 
shades, hue and mood with 
control. 

- Explore the use of texture in paint, 
(e.g. wet, dry, thick, thin, and with 
added sawdust, glue, shavings and 
sand), including on different 
textured surfaces. 

- Independently choose suitable 
materials for a particular purpose, 
(e.g. the size of paintbrush or paper 
needed). 



Textiles and Collage 

EYFS KS1 LKS2 UKS2 
- Handle, manipulate and enjoy using 

lots of different materials. 
- Create simple collages, using paper, 

pasta, pulses and a variety of tactile 
materials.  

- Select, sort, tear and glue items 
down.  

- Combine junk materials to create a 
simple model.  

 

- Use various collage materials to 
make a specific picture, selecting 
materials to create the effect of 
texture. 

- Develop skills of overlapping and 
overlaying to create texture and 
effect.  

- Sort, cut and attach different 
materials.  

- Start to explore some simple 
stitches, (e.g. running stitch, 
backstitch and cross-stitch). 

- Simple applique work with textiles, 
attaching material shapes to fabric 
with a running stitch. 

- Use large eyed needles, different 
thickness of thread and different 
size running stitches to draw on 
different textiles. 

 

- Use smaller eyed needles and finer 
threads.  

- Awareness of the nature of 
materials and surfaces – fragile, 
tough, durable.  

- Use a wider variety of stitches to 
'draw' with and develop pattern 
and texture – e.g. zig zag stitch, 
chain stitch, seeding.  

- Start to place more emphasis on 
observation and design of textural 
art.  

- Use initial sketches to aid work. 
- Look at fabrics from other countries 

and discuss. Compare with own. 
Discuss different types of fabric. 

 

- Develops experience in 
embellishing, pooling together 
experiences in texture to complete 
a piece – applique, drawing, 
sticking, cutting, paint, layering etc. 

- Applies knowledge of different 
techniques to express feelings.  

- Embellish work, using a variety of 
techniques, including drawing, 
painting or printing on top of 
textural work.  

- Select and use materials to achieve 
a specific outcome.  

- Consider methods of making fabric.  
- Look at work of other artists using 

textiles. 
- Work collaboratively on a larger 

scale. 

 

Form 

EYFS KS1 LKS2 UKS2 
- Handling, feeling and manipulating  

different malleable materials.  
- Pulls apart and reconstructs 
- Constructing and building from 

simple objects 
- Able to shape and model from 

observation and imagination. 
- Impress and apply simple 

decoration. 

- Use both hands and tools to build, 
shape, cut carve and form.  

- Pinch and roll coils and slabs using a 
modelling media. 

- Make simple joins by manipulating 
modelling material or pasting 
carefully.  

- Construct to represent personal 
ideas.  

- Use the tools, shapes, forms, 
models and constructs from 
observation and / or imagination 
with increasing confidence.  

- Have an understanding of different 
adhesives and methods of 
construction. 

- Simple discussion about aesthetics 
- Experienced surface patterns / 

textures. 

- Makes imaginative use of the 
knowledge they have acquired of 
tools, techniques and materials to 
express own ideas and feelings with 
confidence.  

- Take into account the properties of 
media being used. 

- Produce more intricate patterns 
and textures. 



- Simple language created through 
discussion of feel, size, look, smell 
etc.  

 

- Use a range of decorative 
techniques: applied, impressed, 
painted, etc. 

- Replicate patterns and textures in a 
3-D form. 

- Plan and develop ideas in 
sketchbook and make simple 
choices about media. 

- Discuss own work and work of 
other sculptors with comparisons 
made.  

 

- Work directly from observation or 
imagination with confidence. 

- Use sketchbook to inform, plan and 
develop ideas. 

- Discuss and evaluate own work and 
that of other sculptors in detail. 
 

 

Printing 

EYFS KS1 LKS2 UKS2 
- Make rubbings showing a range of 

textures and patterns. 
- Take print from object: leaf, hand, 

onion, feet, junk, bark, modelling 
clay etc. 

- Produce simple pictures by printing 
objects. 

- Able to work from imagination and 
observation. 

- Imprint onto a range of textures – 
newspaper, coloured paper, plain 
paper, into clay and dough etc. 

 

- Create patterns and pictures by 
printing from objects using more 
than one colour.  

- Print with a growing range of 
objects, including manmade and 
natural printing tools 

- Relief printing - string, card, etc. 
- Use equipment and media 

correctly, to produce clean image. 
- Use appropriate language to 

describe tools, process, etc. 
- Use printmaking as a means of 

drawing.  
- Develop impressed images with 

some decorative detail. 
 

- Use relief and impressed printing 
processes with confidence.  

- Explore colour mixing through 
overlapping colour prints 
deliberately.  

- Interpret environmental and 
manmade patterns and form 

- Discuss the nature of effects able to 
modify and adapt print as work 
progresses. 

- Use sketchbook for recording 
textures/patterns. 

- Discuss own work and that of other 
artists. 

 

- Experienced in combining prints 
taken from different objects to 
produce an end piece. 

- Builds up drawings and images of 
whole or parts of items using 
various techniques, e.g. card, relief 

- Experienced in producing pictorial 
and patterned prints. 

- Designs prints for fabrics, book 
covers or wallpaper. 

- Explore printing techniques using by 
various artists. 

- Experiment with ideas, to plan in 
sketchbook. 

- Discuss and evaluate own work and 
that of others.  

 
 

Pattern 

EYFS KS1 LKS2 UKS2 
- Imitate and create own simple 

repeating patterns using concrete 
objects.  

- Experiment creating repeating 
patterns printing.  

- Experiment creating repeating 
patterns on paper using drawing or 
printing of own design.  

- Make patterns on a range of 
surfaces, in clay, dough, on fabric, 
paper… 

- Organise and create own patterns. 
- Create own abstract pattern. 



- Make irregular painting patterns 
based on real life – i.e. printing the 
skin of a tiger/zebra/cheetah 

- Simple symmetry – folding painted 
butterflies.  

 

- Experiment by arranging, folding, 
repeating, overlapping, regular and 
irregular patterning.  

- Awareness and discussion of 
patterns around them; both natural 
and manmade.  

- Explore simple symmetry.  
 

- Use the environment and other 
sources to make own patterns, 
printing, rubbing.  

- Consider different types of mark 
making to make patterns. 

- Search for pattern around us in 
world, pictures, objects.  

- Use sketchbooks to design own 
motif to repeat.  

- Look at various artists’ creation of 
pattern and discuss.  

 

- Creating pattern for purposes e.g. 
wallpaper, clothes, puppets, boxes, 
folders, book covers etc. 

- Patterns reflect personal 
experiences and expression. 

- Look at various artists’ creation of 
pattern and discuss effect. 

- Discuss own and artists work, 
drawing comparisons and reflecting 
on their own creations. 

 

 

Artists 

EYFS KS1 LKS2 UKS2 
 Vincent Van Gogh 

 
 Piet Mondrian 

 
 Jackson Pollock 

 
 Eric Carle  

 
 Alma Thomas 

 

 Paul Klee (printing) 
 

 Kandinsky (Colour) 
  

 Kenojuak Ashevak (Drawing) 
 

 Barbara Hepworth (Form) 
 

 Esther Mahlangu (Pattern) 
 

 Henri Matisse (Collage) 
 

 William Morris (printing) 
 

 J M William Turner (Colour) 
  

 Pablo Picasso (Drawing) 
 

 Augusta Savage (Form) 
 

 Sonia Boyce (Pattern) 
 

 Lubaina Himid (Textiles) 
 

 Hokusai (printing) 
 

 Vincent Van Gogh (Colour) 
  

 Charles Keeping (Drawing) 
 

 Yayoi Kusama (Form) 
 

 Gustav Klimt (Pattern) 
 

 Eduardo Paolozzi (Textile) 
 

 

 


