
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

East Oxford Primary School 

 
 

Reading Curriculum 



 

Phonics (Letters & Sounds) 

 
Phase 1 By F1, Term 1  ✓ Listening to and for sounds.  

 ✓ Rhythm and rhyme  

 ✓ Alliteration 

Phase 2 By F1, Term 3  ✓ Sounds taught: s, a, t, p, I,n, m, d, g, o, c, k, ck, e, u, r ,h, b ,f ,ff ,l ,ll , ss  

 ✓ Tricky words: the, to, go ,no, 
Phase 3 By F1, Term 6  ✓ Sounds taught: j, v, w ,x ,y, z, zz, qu  

 ✓ ch, sh, th, ng, ai, ee, igh, oa, oo, ar, or, ur, ow, oi, ear, air, ure, er  

 ✓ Tricky words: no, go, I, the, to, he, she, we, me, be, was, my, you, they, her, all , are 

Phase 4 By Y1 Term 1  ✓ Recap all previous sounds.  

 ✓ Teach reading and spelling tricky words: said, so, he, we , me, be, have, like, some, come, was, you, were,  
little, one, they, all, are , do, when , out, what, my, her  

 ✓ Read and write words with initial and/or final blends: st, nd, mp, nt, nk, ft, sk, lt, lp, tr, dr, gr, cr, br, fr, bl, fl, gl,  pl, cl, sl, sp, st, 
tw, sm, nch, shr, str, thr 

Phase 5 By Y1, Term 5  ✓ Learn new phoneme zh  

 ✓ Teach new graphemes for reading ay, ou , ie, ea , oy, ir, ue, aw, wh, ph, ew, oe, au, a-e, e-e, i-e, o-e, u-e  

 ✓ Teach reading words oh, their, people, Mr, Mrs, looked, called, asked, water, where, who, again, thought, through,  
work, mouse, many, laughed, because, different, any, eyes, friends, once, please.  

 ✓ Teach spelling words said, so, have, like, some, were, there, oh, their, people, Mr, Mrs, looked, called, asked.  

 ✓ Teach alternative spellings for ch, j, m, n, r, s, z, u, i, ear, ar, air, or, ur, oo, ai, ee, igh, oa, y/oo, oo, sh  

Phase 6 By Y2, Term 5  ✓ Understand and apply suffixes – ed, ing, ful, est, er, ment, ness, en, s, es  

 ✓ Understand the rules for adding ing, ed, er, est, ful, ly, y  

 ✓ Investigate how adding suffixes and prefixes changes words  

 ✓ Introduce the past tense 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading for Pleasure 

 
Year 1 Year 2 Years 3 & 4 Years 5 & 6 

✓ listening to and discussing a wide 
range of poems, stories and non-fiction 
at a level beyond that at which they can 
read independently  

 ✓ being encouraged to link what they 
read or hear read to their own 
experiences  

 ✓ becoming very familiar with key 
stories, fairy stories and traditional 
tales,  
retelling them and considering their 
particular characteristics  

 ✓ recognising and joining in with 
predictable phrases  

 ✓ learning to appreciate rhymes and 
poems, and to recite some by heart  

 ✓ discussing word meanings, linking 
new meanings to those already known  

 

✓ listening to, discussing and expressing 
views about a wide range of 
contemporary and classic poetry, 
stories and non-fiction at a level beyond 
that at which they can read 
independently  

 ✓ discussing the sequence of events in 
books and how items of information are 
related  

 ✓ becoming increasingly familiar with 
and retelling a wider range of stories, 
fairy stories and traditional tales  

 ✓ being introduced to non-fiction 
books that are structured in different 
ways  

 ✓ recognising simple recurring literary 
language in stories and poetry  

 ✓ discussing and clarifying the 
meanings of words, linking new 
meanings to known vocabulary  

 ✓ discussing their favourite words and 
phrases  

 ✓ continuing to build up a repertoire of 
poems learnt by heart, appreciating 
these and reciting some, with 
appropriate intonation to make the 
meaning clear  

 

✓ listening to and discussing a wide 
range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-
fiction and reference books or 
textbooks  

 ✓ reading books that are structured in 
different ways and reading for a range 
of purposes  

 ✓ using dictionaries to check the 
meaning of words that they have read  

 ✓ increasing their familiarity with a 
wide range of books, including fairy 
stories, myths and legends, and 
retelling some of these orally  

 ✓ identifying themes and conventions 
in a wide range of bookspreparing 
poems and play scripts to read aloud 
and to perform, showing understanding 
through intonation, tone, volume and 
action  

 ✓ discussing words and phrases that 
capture the reader’s interest and 
imagination  

 ✓ recognising some different forms of 
poetry [for example, free verse, 
narrative poetry]  

 

✓ continuing to read and discuss an 
increasingly wide range of fiction, 
poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference 
books or textbooks  

 ✓ reading books that are structured in 
different ways and reading for a range 
of  
purposes  

 ✓ increasing their familiarity with a 
wide range of books, including myths, 
legends  
and traditional stories, modern fiction, 
fiction from our literary heritage, and  
books from other cultures and 
traditions 

 ✓ recommending books that they have 
read to their peers, giving reasons for 
their  
choices  

 ✓ identifying and discussing themes 
and conventions in and across a wide 
range  
of writing  

 ✓ making comparisons within and 
across books  

 ✓ learning a wider range of poetry by 
heart  

 ✓ preparing poems and plays to read 
aloud and to perform, showing  
understanding through intonation, tone 
and volume so that the meaning is clear  
to an audience  



Reading for Understanding 

 
Year 1 Year 2 Years 3 & 4 Years 5 & 6 

✓ drawing on what they already 
know or on background 
information and  
vocabulary provided by the 
teacher  

 ✓ checking that the text makes 
sense to them as they read and 
correcting  
inaccurate reading  

 ✓ discussing the significance of 
the title and events  

 ✓ making inferences on the basis 
of what is being said and done  

 ✓ predicting what might happen 
on the basis of what has been 
read so far  

 ✓ participate in discussion about 
what is read to them, taking turns 
and listening to  
what others say  

 

✓ drawing on what they 
already know or on 
background information and 
vocabulary provided by the 
teacher  

 ✓ checking that the text 
makes sense to them as they 
read and correcting inaccurate 
reading  

 ✓ making inferences on the 
basis of what is being said and 
done  

 ✓ answering and asking 
questions  

 ✓ predicting what might 
happen on the basis of what 
has been read so far  

 ✓ participate in discussion 
about books, poems and other 
works that are read to them 
and those that they can read 
for themselves, taking turns 
and listening to what others 
say  

 ✓ explain and discuss their 
understanding of books, 
poems and other material, 
both those that they listen to 
and those that they read for 
themselves.  
 

 

✓ checking that the text makes 
sense to them, discussing their 
understanding and explaining the 
meaning of words in context  

 ✓ asking questions to improve 
their understanding of a text  

 ✓ drawing inferences such as 
inferring characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives from their 
actions, and justifying inferences 
with evidence  

 ✓ predicting what might happen 
from details stated and implied  

 ✓ identifying main ideas drawn 
from more than one paragraph and 
summarising these  

 ✓ identifying how language, 
structure, and presentation 
contribute to meaning  

 ✓ retrieve and record information 
from non-fiction  

 ✓ participate in discussion about 
both books that are read to them 
and those they can read for 
themselves, taking turns and 
listening to what others say. 

 

✓ checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing 
their understanding  
and exploring the meaning of words in context  

 ✓ asking questions to improve their understanding  

 ✓ drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives  
from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  

 ✓ predicting what might happen from details stated and 
implied  

 ✓ summarising the main ideas drawn from more than one 
paragraph, identifying  
key details that support the main ideas  

 ✓ identifying how language, structure and presentation 
contribute to meaning  

 ✓ discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including 
figurative language,  
considering the impact on the reader  

 ✓ distinguish between statements of fact and opinion  

 ✓ retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction  

 ✓ participate in discussions about books that are read to 
them and those they can read  
for themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and 
challenging views  
courteously  

 ✓ explain and discuss their understanding of what they 
have read, including through  
formal presentations and debates, maintaining a focus on 
the topic and using notes  
where necessary  

 ✓ provide reasoned justifications for their views.  



Structure of Reading at KS1 

 
Phonics – Whole 
Class Teaching 

Phonics – Activities Speed Sounds Guided Reading Shared Reading Independent 
Reading 

Children in F1 and KS1 will 
have approximately 15 
minutes of whole class 
teaching each day (10 at 
EYFS). This will use the Bug 
Club programme, and other 
teacher resources, to teach 
and reinforce key phonic 
sounds from the ‘Letters and 
Sounds’ programme. 

Children will have a daily 15-
20 minute session during 
which they apply their 
learning through practical 
activities, written tasks, play 
and teacher-led activities. 
This will often follow directly 
from the phonics teaching. 
These will be differentiated 
according to children’s 
individual needs, allowing 
children to consolidate 
earlier phases or progress 
more rapidly as required. 

Twice daily, children will 
practice all phonemes 
learned so far through the 
Read Write Inc. Speed 
Sounds programme. This will 
take 3-5 minutes 
approximately. 

Children will read phonic 
texts in guided reading 
initially, linked to the letter 
sounds and phases being 
learned to practice their 
decoding skills. This can be 
within or outside the 
phonics ‘activities’ time. 
 
As children become 
increasingly fluent, a wider 
range of texts will be 
selected to develop 
comprehension skills. 

Whole class reading will take 
place on a regular basis (ie 
listening to a story). Teacher 
questioning will focus on 
comprehension and higher-
order skills. These may be 
followed with practical 
activities where appropriate. 

Children will take home a 
banded reading book from 
the school reading scheme 
every day.  
 
Children will read 
individually to an adult, with 
the frequency determined 
according to their needs. 
The focus will be on the 
development of the child as 
an independent reader, 
rather than the direct 
teaching of reading during 
these sessions. This means 
that sessions may be shorter 
and therefore more 
frequent. 
 
Children will also have 
regular access to quality 
texts via class book corners 
and the school library. 

 

 
Assessment and 
Intervention 

We will: 

 Use PM Benchmarking to ensure that children’s reading book levels are aligned to their abilities 

 Assess children during, and at the end of each phonic phase 

 Organise prompt intervention for those children who fall behind. 

 Provide more intensive SEN support for those children with identified learning needs. 

 Record a teacher assessment level every half-term. 

 



Structure of Reading at KS2 

 
Phonics Personal Reading Silent Reading Reading as a Writer Reading for 

Research 
Reading Aloud 

Children who have not yet 
mastered phonics to the end 
of Phase 6 will receive 
regular intervention 
teaching from a support 
teacher or HLTA. 

Children will record their 
own personal reading, and 
be expected to read daily at 
home and at school.  
 
Children will progress from 
the reading scheme to 
individual choices from the 
class book corner and/or 
school library. 
 
The class teacher and TA 
should support children in 
making appropriate choices, 
in terms of challenge and 
range of texts. 
  

Children will have the 
opportunity for sustained 
independent reading during 
the school day (approx. 45 
minutes weekly). 

Planning for individual 
blocks of Literacy will clearly 
demonstrate how children 
examine the techniques of 
other authors, including in 
classic fiction, in order to 
inform their own writing. 
 
This will include the use of 
guided reading, during 
which comprehension skills 
will be explicitly taught. 

Children will receive specific 
teaching on how to access 
information from a variety 
of texts, including multi-
modal texts. Planning for 
knowledge-based learning 
will include frequent 
opportunities for children to 
pursue lines of enquiry for 
themselves through ‘reading 
for real’. 

Reading records will be 
monitored weekly. 
 
Children below L3b NC 
should continue to have 
frequent opportunities to 
read aloud to an adult. 

 

 

 

 


