
Phonics Overview 
 
 

 

 

Intent 
 

At East Oxford we intend for our children to become confident fluent readers and we know that outstanding Early 

Reading provision through phonics is essential to this. 

 

Why Do You Teach Phonics? 

Teaching children to read is an essential part of their learning. Reading is a skill that helps to develop vocabulary and 

improve understanding of words. In synthetic phonics lessons, children learn the relationship between letters and 

sounds. Teaching them to recognise the sounds each letter makes and how to put them together (blend), enables 

them to read. It also helps with spelling as they learn how to break up words into sounds (segment), in order to spell 

them. The idea that surrounds synthetic phonics is that once they are comfortable with the letters and sounds that 

make up words, children should even be able to read ‘nonsense’ words that don’t actually exist in the English 

language. 

 

Our Aims:  

• To establish a cohesive whole-school approach with progression and continuity in the teaching and learning of 

phonics throughout the school with a focus on quality first teaching.  

• To ensure that systematic synthetic phonics (following the Bug Club Phonics programme) is the first approach 

pupils use to help with their reading and spelling.  

• To ensure children learn to read and write all 44 graphemes in the English language.  

• To ensure children have specific strategies to identify and decode common exception words (tricky words).  

• To have robust assessment procedures to check progress and identify pupils in need of intervention.  

• For pupils to apply their phonic knowledge in their reading and writing across the whole curriculum.  

• For pupils to develop a love of reading and enjoy reading for pleasure confidently across a range of genres. 

• To ensure all staff are trained in the teaching of phonics 

 

Objectives:  

• To provide consistent, high-quality phonics teaching that ensures all children have a strong foundation upon which 

to tackle the complex processes of reading and writing.  

• To ensure that the teaching of synthetic phonics is systematic and progressive throughout the foundation stage, 

key stage one and key stage two for those children needing interventions to support phonetic knowledge and 

understanding.  

• To ensure that children have strong phonetic knowledge, understanding and skills so that they can decode words 

confidently and engage with higher-order reading and writing skills. 
 

 

Implementation 
 

What Is Synthetics Phonics?  

Phonics is a way of teaching children how to read and write. It helps children hear, identify and use different sounds 

that distinguish one word from another in the English language. The Department of Education establishes the core 

criteria for effective systematic synthetic phonics teaching programmes. Using phonics programmes, children are 

taught to read and write using phonics, which is by directly linking phonemes (sounds in words) and graphemes (the 

symbols used to represent them). In the UK, phonics for children is an important feature of the curriculum. Children 

learn phonics through a curriculum scheme (Bug Club). Phonics is considered the best way to teach children to read. 



How We Deliver Our Phonics Teaching 

We use Bug Club Phonics as our systematic, synthetic phonics programme (SSP). It is high quality and robust in its 

purpose. With a clear, structured progression through the programme, it allows all of our pupils to meet or exceed 

the expected standard. The Bug Club Phonics approach combines rigorous progression with engaging learning 

materials. We believe that children learn best when they are enjoying their learning and that this comes from a mix 

of bright, fun and engaging lesson resources within a clear and systematic approach that builds on children’s skills 

daily. The structure of phonic lessons follows the ‘Discrete Lesson Teaching Sequence’ of: 

  

 Introduce   learning intentions and outcomes for the session 

 Revisit and Review  check current knowledge of children 

 Teach    the next step 

 Practise    try out what has been taught 

 Apply    use new knowledge 

 Assessment   ongoing formative assessment and summative assessment at 

regular periods throughout 

 

During our phonics lessons, children will experience blending and segmenting activities to allow regular practice of 

these core skills. Bug Club is structured with units of Phonics Bug that has Phoneme Sessions and Language Sessions. 

 

Our phonics lessons are also supported by weekly decodable Bug Club Phonics books, which are part of our core 

provision, where children can apply the skills they have learnt in their phonics lessons. As part of our wider Bug Club 

provision, we use follow-up activities that the children can complete independently, in pairs or in groups that relate 

to the day’s learning. In addition, we use actions to help the children remember phonemes; this kinaesthetic, visual 

and auditory approach helps the children to retain the phonemes and supports children with SEND. Decodable 

reading books are also provided, matched to the children’s phonic level from the Bug Club Phonics programme. We 

use both individual and guided reading to teach reading alongside phonics. We also use a mix of eBooks and physical 

books. In conjunction with the teaching of phonics, we also give our children phonics-based activities to take home 

at the appropriate level. We hold parent/carer Phonic Workshops to help consolidate what has been taught in 

school and encourage a cohesive whole-school approach. 

 

Timetabling/Structure 

Phonics is taught daily to all children in EYFS and Key Stage 1. In Nursery, children develop the knowledge, skills and 

understanding to use and discriminate between auditory, environmental and instrumental sounds through 7 

Aspects. Within Reception, phonics sessions will increase in length over the year. By the end of reception, children 

spend about an hour a day consolidating previous learning, learning new content and practising and applying what 

they have learnt. This will consist of a mixture of carpet time and follow-up activities. Phonics will also form part of 

their continuous provision for children to access following their discrete phonics lesson.  

 

In Years 1 and 2, phonics sessions will last 30 mins a day. Phonics is set according to assessed ability across Key Stage 

1. 

 

Learning Environment 

Across EYFS graphemes are displayed as they are learnt. In Key Stage 1 phonics is displayed and is consistent in 

format. Graphemes and tricky words are displayed in print form. Continuous provision activities allow children to 

practise and apply their phonic knowledge. Sound posters are displayed and sound mats are used by children to 

support children’s independence in their use of phonics.  

 

Catch-up in Key Stage 2 

Some children may continue to need discrete phonics sessions in Key Stage 2. If this is the case, they will receive a 

regular intervention session, delivered using Bug Club, Project X Phonics or Rapid Phonics. Children will be regularly 

assessed to ensure they are receiving phonics teaching at the correct level. 

 



Progression 
 

Phase 1 Nursery N1 
 

 ✓ Notices logos of interest – football team, fast food outlet 

 ✓ Notices print – first letter of name, a bus/door number 

 ✓ Notices print – own name 

Phase 1 Nursery N2 
 

 ✓ Joins in and fills in missing words from familiar rhymes/songs 

 ✓ Reads own name label, signs, logos 

 ✓ Follows text from left to right 

 ✓ Hear sounds that are the same 
Phase 2 
 
Bug Club 
Units 1 to 5 

Reception, 
Autumn Term 

 ✓ Sounds taught: s, a, t, p, I, n, m, d, g, o, c, k, ck, e, u, r, h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss  

 ✓ Read tricky words: I, the, to, go, no, into 

 ✓ Spell tricky words: the, to, I 

Phase 3 
 
Bug Club 
Units 6 to 11 

 
 

Reception, 
Spring Term 

 ✓ Sounds taught: j, v, w ,x ,y, z, zz, qu  

 ✓ Consonant digraphs: ch, sh, th, ng 

 ✓ Vowel digraphs/trigraphs: ai, ee, igh, oa, oo, ar, or, ur, ow, oi, ear, air, ure, er  

 ✓ Read tricky words: he, she, we, me, be, was, my, you, they, her, all, are, by 

 ✓ Spell tricky words: no, go, into 

Phase 4 
 
Bug Club 
Unit 12 

Reception, 
Summer Term 

 ✓ Recap all previous sounds.  

 ✓ Read tricky words: said, so, have, like, some, come, were, there, little, one, do, 
when, out, what 

 ✓ Spell tricky words: he, she, we, me, be, was, you, they, all, my, her, are, by 

 ✓ Read and write words with initial and/or final blends: st, nd, mp, nt, nk, ft, sk, lt, 
lp, tr, dr, gr, cr, br, fr, bl, fl, gl,  pl, cl, sl, sp, st, tw, sm, nch, shr, str, thr 

Phase 4 
 
Bug Club 
Unit 12 

Year 1, 
Autumn Term 

 ✓ Recap all previous sounds in Phases 2 and 3.  

 ✓ Read tricky words: said, so, have, like, some, come, were, there, little, one, do, 
when, out, what 

 ✓ Spell tricky words: he, she, we, me, be, was, you, they, all, my, her, are, by 

 ✓ Read and write words with initial and/or final blends: st, nd, mp, nt, nk, ft, sk, lt, 
lp, tr, dr, gr, cr, br, fr, bl, fl, gl,  pl, cl, sl, sp, st, tw, sm, nch, shr, str, thr 

Phase 5 
 
Bug Club 
Units 13 to 
21 

By Year 1, 
Spring Term 

 ✓ New sounds taught: zh, wh, ph  

 ✓ Sounds taught: alternative graphemes for reading long a, long e, long I, long o, 
long u, short oo, aw/au/al, ir/er/ear, ou/oy 

 ✓ Read tricky words: oh, their, Mr, Mrs, looked, called, asked, water, where, who, 
again, thought, through, work, laughed, because, Thursday, Saturday, thirteen, 
thirty, different, any, many  

 ✓ Spell tricky words: said, so, have, like, some, come, were, there, little, one, do, 
when, out, what  

Phase 5 
 
Bug Club 
Units 22 to 
27 

By Year 1, 
Summer Term 

 ✓ Sounds taught: ere/eer, are/ear, ac, k, ck, ch, ce/ci/cy, sc/sti, se, ge/gi/gy, dge, 
le, mb, kn/gn, wr, tch, sh, ea, (w)a, o  

 ✓ Read tricky words: eyes, friends, two, once, great, clothes, it’s, I’m, I’ve, don’t, 
can’t, didn’t, first, second, third 

 ✓ Spell tricky words: oh, their, Mr, Mrs, looked, called, asked, water, where, who, 
again, thought, through, work, laughed, because, Thursday, Saturday, thirteen, 
thirty, different, any, many   
 

Phase 6 
 
Bug Club 
Units 28 to 
30 

Year 2, Term 5  ✓ Spell tricky words: eyes, friends, two, once, great, clothes, it’s, I’m, I’ve, don’t, 
can’t, didn’t, first, second, third, oh, their, Mr, Mrs, looked, called, asked, water, 
where, who, again, thought, through, work, laughed, because, Thursday, Saturday, 
thirteen, thirty, different, any, many    

 ✓ Understand and apply suffixes – ed, ing, ful, est, er, ment, ness, en, s, es  

 ✓ Understand the rules for adding ing, ed, er, est, ful, ly, y  

 ✓ Investigate how adding suffixes and prefixes changes words  

 ✓ Introduce the past tense 



Impact 
 

Expectations for Phonic Phase Knowledge 

 

End of Reception Phase 3 – 70% 

End of Year 1 Phase 5 – 85% 

End of Year 2 Phase 6 – 90% 

 

Assessment 
 

Assessing in Nursery 

In Nursery, children will be assessed against ‘distinguishing attainment’ statements from Early Years Progression in 

Learning. This is very much a personalised individual approach and should consider observations and assessments 

from children’s independent play, involvement in group work and phonic sessions. All staff involved within a child’s 

learning contribute to the child’s learning journey/assessment to give a holistic and true reflection of the child’s 

phonic ability.  

 

Assessing in Reception & KS1 

In Reception, Year 1 and Year 2, children will be assessed on their knowledge of GPCs and tricky/common exception 

words at the end of each phase (or part way through Phase 5) to establish their phonic level using Bug Club 

assessments. Blending and segmenting assessments are carried out to ensure that children have the skills securely in 

place for reading and spelling. Children are assessed in January using a previous Year 1 Phonic Screening Test to 

check progress towards the expected standard and inform interventions. A screening is repeated for children falling 

behind following intervention, to check catch-up. 

 

 

Inclusion/ Intervention 
 

Supporting the Lowest 20% Achievers 

Regular assessment is vital to ensure the early identification of children who may need us to provide them with extra 

support, either through interventions or during daily classroom teaching. These children will take part in daily, highly 

structured interventions, which will include recapping or relearning missing GPCs and tricky/common exception 

words and practising blending and segmenting skills. As soon as we identify any child who is struggling to succeed in 

phonics, the provision will be put into place to close the gap. 

 

Extending and Challenging Fast Learners 

Regular assessment is also vital to ensuring the early identification of children who may need us to challenge them 

further, either through extension activities or during daily classroom teaching. 

 

Year 1 Phonics Screening Check 

In the summer term, all children in Year 1 will undertake the National Phonics Screening Check. This is an assessment 

carried out in school during which the children will be assessed on their ability to segment and blend a range of 40 

real and ‘alien’ words. Alien words are a selection of phonetically decodable nonsense words. The words in this 

assessment gauge the children’s understanding of the phonemes learnt and give the school the knowledge of where 

the gaps are. If the children are not secure in recognising, segmenting and blending these words and therefore do 

not pass the assessment, they will be offered further support as they enter Year 2 and will need to repeat the 

assessment in the summer term of Year 2. This assessment also allows us to put in specific and personal support for 

those children who require additional assistance. If a child does not meet the expected standard in Year 2, then 

phonics teaching and learning will be continued into Key Stage 2. At this point, the child will also be monitored by 

the SENCo to assess for additional needs. 

 

 



Home Learning Expectations 

Parental involvement is key in the acquisition of phonics and supports us in developing a cohesive whole-school 

approach. A phonics workshop for reception parents is held in the autumn term and there are two phonics 

workshops for Year 1 and Year 2 parents during the year. During these sessions, we will be sharing information on 

techniques, such as saying pure sounds and blending. We will also share support resources regularly, such as the 

parent information sheets, as these can help ensure that parents and carers are using the same strategies at home 

as the children are learning in school. Phonically decodable Bug Club Phonics reading books are also sent home for 

parents to support their child’s phonics/reading. Children are expected to read every night and bring their reading 

book and reading record in every day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reviewing this document 

This overview was reviewed by the Phonics Subject Lead, Jane Heneghan, September 2024. It will be reviewed 

September 2025. 

 

 

Its implementation is seen as the responsibility of all staff. Its use and effectiveness will be supported and monitored 

by the Phonics Subject Lead, on behalf of the head teacher and governors. 

 


